
Hands-on subtraction Practice Choice Board 
Bead subtraction 

 
Directions: 
String beads on a pipe cleaner 
or string. Give your child a 
subtraction problem with the 
whole number being the 
amount of beads on the string. 
Have your child solve by sliding 
beads to take away a part. 
Count how many beads are 
left. Write the subtraction 
number sentence: ___-___=___ 

 
 

Subtraction squish 

 
Directions: 
Use a piece of masking tape 
to make a number line to 10. 
Roll balls of play dough. Ask 
subtraction problems aloud 
/use flashcards. Have your 
child line up the correct 
number of play dough balls 
and then squish them to find 
the right answer. (If the 
problem was 10-6, they would 
put a ball on each number up 
to 10 and squish 6. Looking at 
the remaining un-squished 
helps them see the answer is 
4.) 

https://theresjustonemommy.com 

Subtraction bowling 

 
Directions: 
Use up to 10 cups as 
bowling pins. Have your 
child use a ball to knock 
down part of the cups. 
Count how many cups are 
left standing. Write the 
subtraction number 
sentence to match: 
 ___-___=___ 

 
stepmomming.com 

 
 

 

Connect four 

 
Directions: 
Roll 2 dice. Subtract the 
smaller number from the 
bigger number. Cover the 
answer with your marker. Try 
to get 4 in a row! 

luckytobeinfirst.com 
(free printable) 

Hungry Shark 

 
Directions: 
Give your child a subtraction 
problem. Have them use a 
snack (like Goldfish) to show 
the problem and solve.  
“There were 10 fish in the 
ocean. The hungry shark ate 
3 fish. How many fish were 
left?” 
http://www.ourlittleacorns.com/shark-
subtraction-mat/ (free printable mat) 

Hide and seek 

 
Directions: 
Show your child up to 10 
objects. Have your child 
close his or her eyes and 
hide part of the objects in 
your hands. Have them 
open their eyes and ask 
“How many am I hiding?” 
Then, say the subtraction 
sentence: ___-___=___ 

https://www.prekinders.com/ 


